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In Matthew 28, Jesus commands us to make disciples. Some of us are fortunate enough to have 
spiritual “mothers and fathers” speaking into our lives, teaching us, guiding us, praying for us. Many 
of us, however, do not have these kinds of relationships. There are times, then, when we need to 
seek counsel on our own, approaching people who exemplify qualities and character traits we would 
like to possess, and asking them to teach us in specific areas. Here are some questions we can ask as 
we begin to think about whom to pursue.  
 
Who has character traits that I would like to have? What are those traits? 
Whose marriage do I admire? What about it impresses me? 
Who has the same spiritual gifts that I have? 
Who has similar talents as mine, and how do they use them for the Kingdom of God? 
 
We can also turn to the Word of God for counsel and guidance.  
There are 2,930 people mentioned in the Bible. 
1 Corinthians 10:11; Romans 15:4 
 
Here are some possible questions to ask when studying a Biblical character. Examine their lives and 
allow them to “disciple” you.  
 
WHO  

• Which Bible character(s) do I admire? 
 

CHARACTER  

• What kinds of words do we hear them saying, i.e., what was in their hearts that motivated 
such words? 

• What patterns of behavior do we observe in their lives?  

• What did they appear to be afraid of? 

• Were they quick to forgive? 

• Did they ever compromise the Truth? 

• Were they patient?   

• Were they humble? 

• What were their outstanding character traits? 

• Does their life show any development of character? 

• Were any faults evident in their life? 
 

WHAT  

• What was the person’s profession?  

• What did they accomplish during their lifetime? 

• Was there great crisis in their life? If so, how did they face it? 

• Do they initiate action, respond or react to circumstances, or both? 
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CONTEXT  

• When is the character introduced? What is the historical background? 

• What was the social atmosphere? The political atmosphere? 

• What were their life-circumstances which stimulated personal growth? 

• How did they respond to these circumstances?  

• Did they have role models or people who discipled them? 

• What kind of training did they have in their youth? 
 

RELATIONSHIPS 

• How did they interact with people? 

• Who were their friends? Were their friends people of upright character? Explain. 

• How did they interact with authorities? 

• Describe their family relationships. What were their children like? 
 

THEIR FAITH 

• How did they interact with God, Jesus, and/or Holy Spirit? 

• What gifts did God give this person? What seems to be his/her purpose? 

• What kinds of spiritual disciplines did they practice, i.e., prayer, fasting, Scripture, 
meditation, worship, etc.? 

• In which areas were they required to practice faith in God? How did they act on their faith? 

• When were they quick to obey God? When were they slow to obey God? 

• Were they quick to repent when sin was exposed? 

• Was there any outstanding sin in their life? Under what circumstances did they commit the 
sin? What was its nature and the effect on their future? 

• Were there times when they were totally dependent upon God? Compare and contrast 
their circumstances and responses to similar situations in my own life.  

• How did they fear the Lord? How did they fear of man? 
 

REFLECTION 

• Do I identify with the person? Why or why not? How am I alike or different from the 
character? Does this change as the story progresses or as I learn more about this person? 

• When thinking about this person and his/her life, what do I find intriguing, scary, and/or 
comforting? 

• What character qualities did they possess that I would like to develop? 

• What have I learned that I can apply to my life? 
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